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Farmer Van of Newtown, Connecticut and New York City contributes the 
following feature article for this issues 


When I received Mr. Keller's request for a Chronicle "feature", -my first 
thought was "what a helluva break to write for an edition following the one that 
Ray Lewis poured his heart (if any) into"$ Ray gave "all the news that's fit to 
print", so because of censorship, libel laws, and whatnot, I shall save the news 
not fit to print for a session at the Columbia Club when this mess is over and you 
boys returne 


Do you all remember the agonizing moments when you were standing at Ray 
Lewis' side in his onion smelling consultation room, begging for a few crumbs of 
information or any kind of help in interpreting an x=pay3 and he briefly and coldly 
told you that the pictures weren't satisfactory(if taken elsewhere), or that the 
condition resembled at least sdven different unrelated diseases (picked at random), 
with no really decent outlook for the patient, whichever of the fatal diseases you 
chose? Contrast that disinclination to talk with the verbosity exhibited in the 
last issue, and his (still Lewis) impassioned oratory at the Medical Board meetings 
when he is pleading for more and bigger machines, and of course, more cubic yards 
for his department! 


I visit the R & CO quite often and enjoy very much my very moderate cone 
tact with the hospital. Phil Wilson (with consent of Burdick and Beekman) has, 
out of courtesy, continued my name on the hospital staff. Ido very little work 
there now, mainly because of the transportation difficulty, but also because of 
physicel limitations. This, of course, is arranged when they need help most. 


Whenever I meet up with the attending or nursing staff, they all complain 
of being overwhelmed with work. Well, I guess they are, but I can never recall 
talking with any hospital person when they were not overworked, even before the war, 
and the Attendings still look remarkably well fed and rested. On the other hand, 
the Residents and Fellows look really pooped out, pale, and all appearing as though 
tvo months in "solitary" would be of benefit. 


My daughter, Jean, is working at ithe hospital as a medical stenographer, 
under the watchful eye and cracking lash of Mary Rose. Strange what a fascination 
the hospital has for those who work there, even though all are "overworked and 
underpaid", Mary Rose has some sort of a business or romantic association with 
that little fellow with the bare bottom and the bow and arrow. Apparently the com-= 
bination has’ produced or encouraged the engagement or marriage of about 95% of the 
members of the clerical staff. The other 5% are a little cautious, but are wealten- 
inge Leonard Burgess, the Resident Student, who threatens to marry Jean in August 
seems to be a rather nice chap, and I quite like him. I am looking forward to this 
marriage so that Ernie Burgess will then be my Great Uncle. 


My present existence is a bucolic (Yes, not alcoholic) one, here on a 


ey 
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little farm in Connecticut, which some of you boys have visited. Here there is 
time to work in the garden, think, read, and ponder over the past and future. I 
like it. 


To all of you in busy hospitels with lots of work and experience at hand, 
I send congratulations, and to those in isolated places with dull work, you have my 
sympathy. Your letters to the Chronicles are all read with interest and pleasure. 


VAN 


RECENT MARRIAGES s 


Myrna Miller, one of our Nurses in the 0. Re; was married on May 16, 1943 
to 2/c Febty Officer Larry O'Donnell, | 


lliss Evelyn O'Neill, Nurse on Yard 7, was married on June 26; 1943 to 
Privete Edvard “fodicke. . 


Miss Joan Comerford, Practical Nurse in the Clinic, was married on July 3, 
1943 to Mr. Patrick Spillane. 


Leo Smith, Messenger at the Information Desk, was married on July 3, 1943. 
‘omy Cannon states that it is the first time in the history of the Information Desk 
that anyone in this department wes married without notifying someone in advances but 
Tommy says the Information Office at the hospital seems to get the “information” 
sooner or later anywaye 


The R & © extends its congratulations to all the above. 


Captain Joseph Messina dropped in on July 2nd for a visit. He says that 
being stetioned in Tennessee for so long makes him begin to feel like a hillbilly. 


Doneld Starr flew in over the Fourth of Jyly weekend from Montreal. 
Everyone was glad to see him. He says that he is so busy in Vancouver, B. ©. that 
he needed a rest, so he came to New Yorke 


Katie Ahearn, night cleaning woman in the Physical Therapy Department, 
reports that her son is in Africa after 5 months training, and he cannot understand 
why the women wear sheets all day. 


The Editor did not hear in time to give you the news in the last edition, 
of Comuander Carr. ‘“e understand that Frank stowed avay in an Army bomber to enable 
him to get to New Rochelle to spend Father's Day with his children, He evidently 
vented to wake sure that he received his usual haberdashery handout from the family 
on thet paternal day. . . 


The boys at the Information Desk want to congratulate Lieut. Ede Towner, 
who is at Daytona Beach, Florida, on the 10th time he has celebrated his 28th 
Birthday on July 29}h. . 
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| Figure this one out, A few weeks ago, we paid up +o $6.00 a bag for 
California potatoes, and even then they were hard to get. For the next few weeks 
we get our potatoes for nothing from the Government as the city markets are glut= 
ted with potatoes from the south. ‘Je wish that they'd give us some steak to go along 
with the potatoes. 7 eS 


Dr. Wilson has received letters from Jack Converse, Captain Burstein, and 

Major Hanby. Dr. Converse who is in England encloses an article published in the 
Proceeding of the Royal Society of Medicine, "The Emancipation of Orthopaedic Surgery" 
by Royal Whitman, M.D. He writes, "I expect soon to be ina position to give you 
more interesting news", Captain Burstein writes, "Just a line to let you know my 
unit is moving next week to a port of embarkation, I may get around to see you be- 
fore we sail but in case not, may I say, 'Au revoir'," and from Major Hanby, "The 
first copy of the Record and Chronicle that I received, containéd an article on the 

_ remaining members of the Orthopedic Staff as: Stephens, Wagner and Wilson. Person- 
ally, I cannot think of any three men who could better hold dow the old strong fort 
during such times as these," Major Hanby has been at Drew Field, Station Hospital, 
Tampa, Florida, since October as Chief of the Orthopedic Service, He writes further , 
"7hen I first came here, it was my opportunity to organize both the Orthopedic Depart~ 
ment and Physiotherapy. I was very glad to have this opportunity as I was able to 
organize each for the benefit of the other. At the present time, we have four Medical 
Officers in this department, one of them, Lt. Irwin S. Leinbach, who is well known to 
you and the gang. Lt. Leinbach is a good worker, and-I am enjoying my association 
with him, We truly have a good Orthopedic sefivice here with almost all types. of Ore 
thopedic problems presenting themselves almost daily. In addition to this, we have 
seen all types of fractures, We alsourun an out patient clinic in which we see 
several hundred patients monthly. ‘We are also doing quite alot of operations." 


Our senile COQ ice plant a few weeks ago went into extremis. Despite the 
constant and tender care given to it by Drs. Sullivan, Née,Reilly, Guinn, and Alexandre 
(Engineers), ‘We hastened to get a prescription (priority) for %. new Frigidaire com- 
pressors and air cooled units for each box. Through the assistance of Mr. Everett 
Jones, Chief Hospital Consultant of the Government Bureau, War Production Board, in 
Vashington, we got this prescription through in less than a week, but before the 
Frigidaire people could get to work, dear old COg ice plant breathed its last on 
Saturday afternoon despite alb that Dr. Harold Sullivan could do to revive ite This 
necessitated putting 100 pound cakes of ice in all the ice boxes, and since these 
boxes do not have floor drains, the personnel had to wakk on duck boards down in the 
kitchen while men constantly mopped the floor. In getting in to install the units, 
we found the ceiling boards under the Carrara glass all rotted away which has neces= 
sitated getting in and pulling dow all the ceilings and installing new ones with 
porcelain enamel. Besides the appearance of a swamp, the tearing out of this old wood 
‘has creabed an awful mess in the basement, and to permit the men to work, we have 
had to constantly remove the food from one box to another. The plumbers, electricians 
and helpers pitched in and have done a swell job under extremely difficult conditions, 
having to spend considerable time in this hot weather in the hanging ceilings running 
pipes and conduits. We hope that by Thursday night at the latest that all boxes will 
be hooked up and operating. 


: For the first time in the history of the good old R & C we had no injuries 
from fireworks this Fourth of July. For once, it was safe and soundless., We had 
one casualty on that day, however, Dottie Reynolds on Ward 1. She got sunbubned. 


Hobnobbjing with royalty seems to come naturally to R.& C men, After the 
Duke and Duchess wére presented with First Aid kits by Dr. Philip D. Wilson here, in - 
New York, they visited the boys at the Valley Forge General Hospital a few days 
later, and Lieut. ‘alter Graham had the pleasure of showing them around his ward 
and having a nice chat with them. Lt. Graham told: our reporter that to his amaze- 
ment he found the Duke was short and blonde, that he was well informed on the dif- 
ferent types of injuries of this war as well as those of the last wad. The Duchess 
gave the boys some nice flowers picked by hers@lf and the Duke talked with many of 
the patients. Walt, according to, our reporter, stated that the Duchess wore her ~ 
clothes very smartly and simply. 


The Editor has received a letter. from Lt, Comm, Henry P.. Lange who writes 
from U. S. Navel: Hospital, Annapolis, Md. ‘The following from his letter will interest 
our readers: -"At. Annapolis where I have now been stationed for over a year, it has 
‘been my good fortune to be able to gain experience along Orthopedic lines. The great 
Majority of cases are traumatic surgery of joings resulting from athletic activities 
and participation in Commando tactics. The knee joint leads the parade, followed by 
shoulder girdle injuries and wrist joint. I never realized before the tremendous .4°i: 
““Gncidence of carpal bone injuries. particularly of the carpal schaphoid bone. .Why 
these should occur 5°to l over fractures of lower end of radius I cannot understand, 
My previous experience was just the reverse of 10 radius fractures to.1 carpal bone. 
I have helped spread Nicola's fame by carrying out his shoulder operation on a dozen 
cases (all successful to date). The worst injuries I have had to contend with were 
fractures of cervical spine with paraplegia, Fortunately, I.have had good crutche 
field tongs for°’skeletal traction. The war wounds that I have had to treat were 
chiefly among officers and I only get these patients, second hand (some of them having 
had their first surgery by R-& C men). Having been stationed here for one year, I am 
reasonably sure of a change in duty pretty soon, since my foreign duty and sea duty 
of winter of 1942 was fairly short. My associates here are going to leave soon aboard 
a hospital ship. Just what my orders will be when they come 1 don't know but I do 
smell "salt water’. Keep the news comang, please, Best rega#ds to all the boys at 
Ree OF 


‘Dr. William Yankiver extends to all his kind friends the thanks of himself 
end family for the many thoughtful condolences and flowers which were sent at the 
time ‘of his Mother's death. 


We, hear that Ma jor Jack Sullivan has finished his course as Flight Surgeon 
e.t Randolph Field and has been SF ane Eon F89 to Santa Ana California. 


Doctors John Cobb and Albert Rodi have been Rein by the Army for a Come 
mission and have joined the 4F Club. 


ih and Mrse William “norer announce the arrival of a SoH? Rechetes’ Bill's 
prother is a Resident working with Dr. Frank Teague at the Indianapolis City Hospital. 


The Re & Ce welcomes Dr. Daniel Eck to the Orthopedic Resident Staff. 


Lt. Ee. Je Smith, A.NeCe, former 0. R. Nurse and floor nurse stopped in the 
hospital for a visit on July 6th. Lt. Smith entered the Army about 3 months ago, and 
everyone agrees that the petite lieutenant looked very smart in her Army eS 
She is stationed at Camp Gordon Johnston, Florida, 

Thomas Ie Hoen has accepted a Commission as Lt. Comm. in the U.S. — he 
reports for duty July 19 at the Naval Hospital, St. Albans, N.Y. Lt. Comm, Hoen makes 
the 6lst on our Honor Roll. We have a new service flag in the elinic on which we have 
465, Thought we'd make it a few extra as it is so much trouble changing the number 
every few weeks, we should soon be up to this number. 


‘ 


